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MALTA Eduardo Ve gaf
lives in Rochelle and hashelda
varlety ofjobs since he dfopped

out of high school almost 15
years ago: line worker, forklift
operator, sheer-cut machine
operator, He has even pitched
in to help his wife, Samantha,
inher cleaning business. Hehas
kepthis family housed, clothed
and fed. Whenhe decidedto get
his GED through Kishwaukee
College, he never anticipated
that his decision would lead

him to a much better employ-.

ment opportunity asa Certified
Production Technician.

T didn’t know dbout the
I-CAPS program,” he. said.
“Now [ have a GED and I am
preparing for .a great _]Ob in
manufacturing.” -

I-CAPS stands fbr Ilhnms |
Career andAcademlcPrepara— _

tions Systems and is a unique
program that allows gualified

studentsto complete their GED

(high school equxvalency cre-

dential) while they simultane- -

ouslyworktowardacemﬁcate

in a career field. In the Adult -

Education and Transition Pro-

grams d1v1slon at Klshwaukee RS

College, students in --CAPS
can work toward- becommg a0
Certified Production Techm—,; B T A A T
S - "while hé was working on his-

“GED and taking an [-CAPS

support course, Eduardo was -
. also ‘ehrolled in Introductlon
‘fo Manufacturing’ -and Safety
and Machine Shop Math L. Te -
‘earhed seven hours of college
- ctedit while he prepared for his
GED. Eduardo completed hlS_

gian (CPT). -

In two semestérs I CAPS'
students can earn their GED; -

complete 13 - college credifs
toward a certificate in manu=

facturing, and receive up o
four Manufacturing Skills”
Standards Council (MSSC)

certificates. If students are -

interested in pursuing more

training, they can choose to-
. continue on to earn a two-year

Associate in Applied Science
degree inAutomated Engineer-
ing Technology/Computer
Numerical Control {CNC).
During the Fall semester,

GED in December.”

“Twanted to get my GED §0

I'would be mote job ready,” he
said. “I had hoped someéday to

. go to college. With T-CAPS, I :

am already in college. 1 have

a lot of work experience, but®

I wanted to do something that

TTV. MoK 1imnev
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B .'Eduarda Vegals enroHed the'l nors.Career and Academrc Preparations Systems ( Ig CAPS) at
Eduardo completed his GED whu‘e also takmg c!asses

oré . péﬁnaﬂeﬁt. ': ‘This

5P rig semester ‘Edu-
ardo i takihg-college elasses

.in Metrology, Manufacturing
- Maittenance, and Manufactur-
“itig Process.” In addition to the
threemanufactunng clasigs for
T-CAPS, he isin én I-CAPS

oh"job eadmese skills.” “ He

said,”“When T complete this

_semester, I will be ready for an

mternshxp

Lookmg over hlS path to I
CAPS, Eduardo is thoughtfiul.
“1 dropped out of high school

because 1 was . stithborn and
didn’t want to do_ anything,”
he said. ““Any chance ] had, I
threw it all away, Now I bring
home blueprints and stuifand I
show my kids whatT am learn-
ing, It really impacts them.
With I-CAPS, T got my GED
and T got a new chance for a
better future.”

" Formore information on the
I-CAPS program, contact Adult
FEducation and Transition Pro-
grams at Kishwaunkee College
at 815-825-2086, ext, 3111 or

visit www.kishwaukeecollege.’

edw/go/aetp.
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